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Dear PDF Publishers: Please DON'T Do This...





So when I download a freebie or purchase a D&D/OSR/RPG PDF, I generally take it to my friendly local small independant print shop where the absolute dear of an owner uses an Acrobat plug-in to output the PDF in booklet format (although lately I've been handling the mouse-clicks) which is than printed, folded, and stapled into assembled booklet form by the absolute behemoth of a printer in the back.



However, whenever I've tried that with a purchased or free watermarked PDF, the plug-in is denied permission to output in booklet format. Which kind of defeats the purpose of exporting the file into an easy to read, store and use format (with the amount of reality TV that The Warden watches on MY computer, referencing the file on the computer is not a practical option, nevermind that I HATE using a computer while DMing).



So yeah, watermarking PDFs, please don't waste my time with that jive...and I seriously doubt it is going to help you make a living with your hobby publishing venture. Considering that EDIT 95%+ of purchased PDFs I own don't have watermarks, it really makes you look like a worried dork.



My Watermark is integrity and dedication to supporting the publishers that produce material that I use, there's no way that I'm going to be part of cash-blocking any of the awesome dudes out there in OSR publishing land!
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Dungeons and Dragons,
OSR,
PDFs,
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publishing,
Sheesh - More Complaining?











17 comments:





	
TenkarMay 24, 2011 at 4:56 PM
99%+of PDF publisher's dont  watermark?

The vast majority of PDF publishers use OneBookShelf.

The vast majority of PDFs at OneBookShelf are watermarked.

Not saying I like watermarks, but you number is way off.
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JamesMay 24, 2011 at 5:02 PM
Alas, I doubt watermarks are going away. If it's an OSR pub., maybe they would be willing to forward a clean copy?
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ChuckMay 24, 2011 at 5:25 PM
I've gotten watermarked and non-watermarked stuff via OBS.  I think that it might be the publisher's decision.
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TenkarMay 24, 2011 at 5:42 PM
i believe at OBS watermarks are the default... publishers can turn that feature off if they want
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Dr RotwangMay 24, 2011 at 5:52 PM
Maaaaan, I can't even get the printshop to print ANY of my pdfs, freebie or paid-for.  What's your secret?
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AnonymousMay 24, 2011 at 5:58 PM
I must admit when reading a pdf I have printed it's annoying to see my name at the bottom of EVERY bloody page.
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BlairMay 24, 2011 at 7:17 PM
Tenkar, you are correct and I thank you for the science :)
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PaulMay 24, 2011 at 8:54 PM
Hear, hear!
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PatMay 24, 2011 at 9:22 PM
I hereby vow not to watermark.  I really had no idea people did that.  OSR is both a small community and a mature community with a few bucks to spare, I don't think piracy is a big issue.
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faoladhMay 25, 2011 at 8:36 AM
Austrodavicus: So change your footers and headers.
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RestlessMay 25, 2011 at 8:42 AM
I'm not sure if it would help or not, but what if you use PDFCreator or CutePDF (basically, a print driver that outputs a .pdf file) to print your watermarked .pdf files to a new .pdf file and then try to output that as a booklet?

Also, I know that some print drivers offer output in booklet format, and generally allow saving the output to a file.  If you output in booklet format to Postscript you could then run that through Acrobat and create a new .pdf, that might work.
ReplyDelete
Replies

Reply




	
Erin SmaleMay 25, 2011 at 9:53 AM
So, wait...watermarked PDFs can't be printed? 

I left the option on at OBS, but only because I really didn't think it made a difference. If that prevents printing, then sure, I'll turn it off forthwith.

Sorry for my ignorance on the subject. Truly.
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JDJarvisMay 25, 2011 at 10:31 AM
watermarking itself isn't the problem, the cheap plugin Balir's favorite print shop uses is the problem.
I've got dozens of watermarked pdfs printed out in several different styles with no problem at all. A plugin isn't even needed by acrobat to do booklet printing is it?
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AnonymousMay 25, 2011 at 2:43 PM
So change your footers and headers.

@faoladh - I didn't know it was possible to do that when printing a pdf. I'll have to look into it.

watermarked PDFs can't be printed?

@Erin - yep they can.

While I understand some publishers use watermarks to tackle piracy, it seems like a waste of time in my book. There's a whole subculture of our scene that is determined to scan and file-share every RPG item out there, often within days of a product's release. 

I don't doubt there's pdf editing software which would have a function allowing the deletion of the watermark. It's also possible to print the pdf and then scan it, minus the watermark which sits at the bottom of the page. My point being that physical product or pdf, whatever measures publishers take to protect their products from piracy, there's a way to beat it and someone who will do so. 

I think there are other, far more effective ways of tackling piracy, which let's face it, will never be beaten. Encourage brand loyalty, get a reputation for good customer service, have a mix of both free and for sale items, put up decent preview pdfs so customers can try before they buy, and I'm sure there's many others. 

Publishers will never win the war against piracy by tackling it head on with things like watermarks which punish the customer yet do nothing to stop piracy, but they can take steps to greatly lessen its impact by winning the hearts and minds of the community. Corny stuff I know.
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faoladhMay 25, 2011 at 7:22 PM
austrodavicus: My mistake. It's probably not possible without modifying the pdf document. Not sure what I was thinking.
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Erin SmaleMay 26, 2011 at 7:08 AM
@austrodavicus: Not corny at all. I hear you on tackling pirates. I'm all for thwarting dickheads, but not at the expense of loyal fans. And, truly, if a watermark frustrates just 1% of legit fans while stopping 0% of pirates, it's clearly not worth it.
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AndreasDavourMay 28, 2011 at 12:40 PM
I'm pretty sure I have printed watermarked pdfs. Using the Adobe PDF reader it should work, or am I totally out of my depth? It sounds like I'm not totally alone with that experience.
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A MASTER INDEX OF PLANET ALGOL CAMPAIGN RESOURCES
For use in your own campaign...help yourself!

EMAIL: planetalgol AT gmail DOT com
Feel free to get in touch with any commentary or inquiries!













You poor dumb dead bastard...






ALGOL ADVENTURES


The Bold Adventures O' Monster Monagin


Introduction


Righting Gan-Ron's Wrongs



The Expeditionary Journal of Xarnagan Vrokk


Introduction


The Man Who Fell From The Sky And Other Important Events


Out of the Forbidden Mist and into the Tower of Tazar


Out of the Forbidden Mist and into the Hive of Sages


To Bring Back the Dead



Chapter 3 - August 23rd Session


The Seeds of Heroism


The Trials of Friendship


The Rewards of Virtue


Chapter 4 - September 6th Session


The Importance of Attentiveness


A Cunning Scheme


Gracious Hospitality


A Pleasant Expedition


A Triumphant Return


Bounty Hunters of the Bottomless Pit


No Man is Left Behind


Chapter 5 - September 20th Session


A Return to Civilization


Ambush!


Slaughter of the Cliff Bandits


The Gate in The Cliff


Chapter 6 - October 4th Session


A Shiny New Raygun


The Melted City


Chapter 7 - October 11th Session


The Curse of Gan-Ron's Sword


The Digestive Functions of Macroscopic Protozoa


Chapter 8 - November 1st Session


The Expeditionary Journal of Xarnagan Vrokk


Chapter 9 - November 15th Session


The Lurker in the Ornithopter


The Psyclops


The Subterranean Vault


Knives With Wings


Chapter 10 - November 29th Session


Carnage of the Pastel Cliff


The Long, Hard Walk of Shame


Chapter 11 - December 6th Session


Arcothere!


Vengeance Upon the Bird-Things!


The Mighty Hunter...


Furious Adventure in the City!


Chapter 12 - December 20th Session


Radioactive Research


The Hooded Petitioner


Return to the Bornite Mountains


The Sky-Chariot


Chapter 13 - December 27th Session


The Face-Eaters


The Tentacled-Faced Sphinx


Chapter 14 - January 10th Session


The Flying Saucer


The Scarlet Lady


Chapter 15 - January 24th Session


Ayzold Birds of The Ahoggya Intoxicant Merchant


The Bee and Tales of the Dome


Slaves and Treasure


Chapter 16 - February 7th Session


Certain Essential Salts


The Arrogant Sorcerer and the Smirking Guard


Chapter 17 - Mid-February


The Acid and Radiation Storm



The Other Planet Algol Campaign


On The Loose in Jakay


Toe-Heed Joins the Party


High Times at the Prickly Pair


None More Black


Not Nephilium But NWOBHM


What Do We Know About The Black Ziggurat?










Your poor dumb dead bastard...
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	[PHASIC ORANGE ALERT!!1] Fight On! Issues 1-4 Comp...
	Whomever Invented the Riding Dog for 3rd Edition...
	The Vornheim Hardcover is Too Pretty...
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RELEVANT AND IRELEVANT


	LIN CARTER
	CLARK ASHTON SMITH
	JACK VANCE
	ARDUIN
	ATHANOR
	CARCOSA
	CELAENO
	FOMALHAUT
	HYBORIA
	THE METAL EARTH
	MU
	QUANTIQUE
	RISKAIL
	TALISLANTA
	TEKUMEL
	- Empire of the Petal Throne
	UNDER THE DYING SUN
	THOOL
	URUTSK
	WILDERLANDS
	XOTH
	YEZMYR
	YOON-SUIN
	ZHONTAAR
	ZOTHIQUE
	A QUICK PRIMER FOR OLD SCHOOL GAMING
	AMERICAN BARBARICA
	ANCIENT VAULTS AND ELDRITCH SECRETS
	ANY DICE 2
	ATOMIC ROCKET
	BASIC FANTASY ROLE PLAYING
	BITE THE BULETTE
	BOARDING ACTION
	BOOKLET CREATOR
	CTHULHU MYTHOS AD&D
	CURMUDGEONS AND DRAGONS
	DAUGHTERS OF DAWN VINTAGE
	DRAGONSFOOT
	ENCOUNTER CRITICAL
	FANTASY OBSCURE
	FAT COTTON ARTWORKS
	GROGNARDIA
	HEXGRID MAP UTILITY
	JEFF'S GAMEBLOG
	JOESKYTHEDUNGEONBRAWLER
	KELLRI'S JOINT
	KNIGHTS & KNAVES ALEHOUSE
	LABYRINTH LORD
	LAMENTATIONS OF THE FLAME PRINCESS
	MAZES & MINOTAURS
	METAMORPHOSIS ALPHA
	MONSTER BRAINS
	MUTANT FUTURE
	NEW ORIGINAL ART
	OSRIC
	PALEOFUTURE
	PETER MULLEN ARTWORKS
	PULP FICTION BOOKS
	PHILOTOMY'S OD&D MUSINGS
	RANDOM ROBOT GENERATOR
	RED BOX VANCOUVER
	SAILING THE SKIES OF MARS
	SPACE 1970
	SWORDS & WIZARDRY
	STAR TREK AD&D CONVERSION
	WASTELAND
	WITCHES OF N'KAI
	X-PLORERS












 














